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• Maintain database of all known 
 historic cemeteries and burial sites
  
• Provide maintenance funding

• Provide technical assistance on 
 appropriate restoration techniques

• Educate public and advocate for 
 cemetery preservation

Historic Cemetery
Preservation Program

• Current Use Taxation: landmark 
 property owners qualify for a 50% 
 reduction in taxable value of land 
 portion of their assessment

• Low-interest Loan Program: 
 Administered jointly with local 
 banks for  restoration or rehab-
 ilitation of landmark properties.

• Landmark Rehabilitation Grants: 
 Annual grant-in-aid program for 
 stabilization, rehabilitation and 
 restoration of landmarks, funded 
 by lodging tax money.

• Special Valuation:  eligible costs 
 associated with the rehabilitation 
 of historic properties excluded 
 from property taxes for ten years.

Incentive Programs 
for Landmark Owners

• Since 1977 Historic 
 Preservation Program has 
 conducted ongoing survey 
 of historic resources  

• Valuable repository of 
 historical information

• Inventory is searchable 
 manually or on electronic 
 database.  

• Currently more than 2500 
 properties listed   

• Recent focus on barn 
 documentation as part of 
 Heritage Barn Program

Historic
Property Inventory

• Promotes denser urban development

• Reduces the rate of development 

• Provides diversity in lifestyle choices

• Promotes ongoing farming and forestry 

• Protects habitat & environmental quality

• Preserves links to King County's heritage

County Rural Roads Standards

• Washington State 
 one of first states 
 to establish system 
 of scenic byways

• 61 routes 
 presently in state 
 system
 
• King County has 
 four byways that 
 traverse rural 
 lands

• Citizen groups 
 work to enhance 
 byways through 
 planning 

Scenic 
Byways Program

• King County, Seattle & suburban 
 cities work to ensure protection 
 of open space through King 
 County’s Conservation Futures 
 Fund (CFF)
 
• Distribution of $6.5 million in 
 grants to 35 projects for 
 purchase of open space, 
 agricultural and timberlands
 
• Over 1700 acres to be acquired 
 

Open Space Program

• King County’s Office of Business Relations and Economic Development
 (BRED) houses the County Historic Preservation Program.

• BRED offers a variety of programs to maximize King County's potential
 as a center for robust companies, job opportunities, thriving 
 neighborhoods, and cultural resources.
 
• The depth and breadth of programs and the variety of business 
 resources leverage regional collaboration to fuel economic 
 growth for King County.

• BRED's business development goal is to retain, expand, create and recruit 
 businesses within industry clusters that are core to the region's economic 
 base and offer the greatest potential for growth, including heritage 
 tourism and cultural resources.  

 BRED Department Policies

• Established by King County 
 Roads Services Division to 
 identify & promote preservation 
 of significant county-owned 
 historic roads

• Developing incentives to 
 encourage property owners to 
 preserve character adjacent to 
 heritage corridors

• Adopting rural road standards 
 to support retention of historic 
 character in right-of-way

Heritage 
Corridors Program

• Promotes heritage tourism through 
 production of thematic tour brochures 
 and web content
  
• Visitors explore wide range of historic 
 sites, museums, & other heritage 
 resources, with emphasis on rural 
 economic development & landmark 
 preservation 

• Collaboration with 4Culture & others 
 to develop coordinated regional 
 approach to heritage marketing 
 and promotion

Destination Heritage 
Tourism Brochures

• University of Washington architecture 
 classes team with Historic Preservation 
 Program staff and towns and cities to 
 revitalize small, historic business districts

• Technical assistance to business & 
 property owners including designs for 
 façade enhancements/restoration, 
 assistance with grant applications, low 
 interest loans and special tax programs, 
 development of design guidelines

Storefront
Studios Projects

• Street signs enhanced to 
 include original historic 
 name along with current 
 name

• Restoring local history on 
 the back roads
 
• Partnership between King 
 County Road Services Division 
 and King County Historic 
 Preservation Program.

Historic street sign
restoration program

• Annual celebration and 
 tour of local farms, foods 
 and rural heritage 

• Thousands of people visit 
 local farms & historic 
 properties

• Partnership between WSU 
 King County Extension, 
 King Conservation District, 
 King County Historic 
 Preservation Program, 
 4Culture 

Harvest Celebration 
and Farm Tour

• Annual grant program  for stabilization, 
 rehabilitation and restoration of historic 
 barns/outbuildings

• Flexibility in application of county codes

• Technical support to property owners

• Resource library

Heritage Barn
Preservation Program

• King County Landmarks 
 Commission: designating and 
 protecting rural landmarks 
 since 1980

• An incentive-based program, 
 grants, tax abatement programs 
 and more 

• Technical assistance and 
 rehabilitation/restoration 
 sources available

• Seventeen participating cities 
 and towns 

Landmark Designation
& Protection Program
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